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management  letter

The article in The Economist goes on to say that to secure victory 

the first part of the reform launched in Chile, deals with schooling, 

while those relating to pre-school, technical and higher education 

were to be taken up in the following year. The close link between 

strong foundations of early education and better opportunities in 

later years, cannot be emphasized enough. And that is what Akshara 

Foundation has been attempting to do – enhancing pre-school 

education, strengthening skills in Math, Reading in Kannada and 

Urdu, and English in Government Primary Schools. The model has 

been to understand  the gaps in the learning, look for a possible 

solution, pilot it and then scale it up to a larger beneficiary group 

in a larger geography. The scaling-up is not a mere factor of 

arithmetical multiplication. Sustainability of any innovation within 

the system, needs support from all stakeholders – officials, teachers, 

parents as well as civil society members. And when that happens, 

we get a good, warm feeling.

We would like to share a few instances of positive response from the 

field. Soon after taking the English training ‘Swalpa English, Thumba 

Fun’,  Shobha Devi a teacher from Beggars Colony Government 

School, Bengaluru,  sent us a postcard. The opening lines read: “I am 

very thankful about the English training because  I am doing English 

teaching very successfully in my classroom. My children are also 

learning very happily”. 

Libraries in all 1410 Government Primary schools in Bengaluru were 

set up with books, furniture, computers and librarians. Of these 700 

have been transitioned to the Government, to be run by the schools. 

Here again is the question of sustainability. Bhoomika, a class 6 

student of Seshadripuram Government School says that besides 

reading a variety of books she “enjoys the worksheets on interesting 

topics like “eclipse and the solar system” . She shyly admits that 

she wants to be able to modulate her voice and tell stories like 

Dhanalakshmi Miss (Akshara appointed library staff ).  We hope 

aspirations of children like Bhoomika can be kept alive.

The battle to achieve economic development will “be won or lost in the classroom”.
Sebastian Pinera, President of Chile 
The Economist, 11 December, 2010

We are glad that young professionals from our IT capital are doing 

more than writing code for the larger world outside – they are also 

regularly visiting our anganwadis and interacting with youngsters and 

spending time with them. In the words of  Abhishek Kiran, a volunteer 

from Dell, “Seeing the toddlers singing, playing and dancing with 

joy made me realize that to enjoy happiness of life, we don’t need 

material things”.

And one of the key tools that we hope will draw this group of 

stakeholders closer, is the Karnataka Learning Partnership. This is a 

platform which has been initiated by Akshara, but is not restricted 

only to Akshara.  All NGOs working for the cause of children can 

upload their data, especially related to outcomes, and share their 

experiences. We invite everyone to visit  www.klp.org.in .  As we 

go ahead, we are looking for yet more ideas and helping hands to 

strengthen this platform.  With this we hope to increase participation, 

accountability and quality of delivery. This we feel is a step to address 

and mitigate the issue of “a million kids with zero skills”, that Lant 

Pritchitt talks about.

 “People can’t believe the same economy that produces 1,00,000 students a year in 

the global top 10% also churns out millions with zero skills”, views expressed by 

Lant Pritchett, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University on 

school education in India, in an interview as reported in Indian Express, 

15 November 2011. 

Chairman                                       Managing Trustee
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about  akshara

On August 4, 2009, the Indian Parliament passed the Right of Children to 

Free and Compulsory Education Act or Right to Education Act (RTE). The Act 

describes the modalities of the provision of free and compulsory education 

for all children in India between the ages of 6 and 14 years. When this Act 

came into force on April 1, 2010 India became one of 135 countries in the 

world which have made education a fundamental right of every child. 

Education is fundamental to development and growth. Most countries have 

made significant commitments through legislation on the Universalization of 

elementary education.

Akshara Foundation was set up with a mission to ensure Every Child in School 

and Learning Well. Our work at Akshara Foundation is to universalize equitable 

access to quality preschool and elementary education for all children through 

multiple innovative models – these models are developed by people who 

have different professional backgrounds but one commonality – a high level 

of social empathy and a clear belief that we now have the unique opportunity 

to bridge the gaps. Since its inception in March 2000, Akshara has touched the 

lives of over 800,000 children in the state of Karnataka, India.

Over the last eleven years, Akshara has run multiple programmes that have all 

been designed to be comprehensive, scalable, replicable and cost-effective 

remedial or supplementary education solutions. All Akshara’s programmes are 

child-centric and are designed to ensure that enrolment in schools increase, 

drop-outs from schools decrease and that children’s learning outcomes and 

overall development improve. In particular, Akshara works in close partnership 

with the Education Department of the Government of Karnataka and the 

Department of Women and Child Welfare to supplement existing primary 

school and pre-primary school programmes.

Hello! My name is Gautam and I would 

like to tell you my story with Akshara 

Foundation. I grew up with Akshara 

Foundation from my balwadi years 

and am now studying in Class 7 of the 

Government Kannada Higher Primary 

School, Attiguppe in Bengaluru. Akshara 

runs many programmes including the 

balwadi programme, library programme 

and math programme. 

Study commerce 
and become a 
businessman
Mohamed Ayub   

Shalini

A teacher in 
high school

Nidha

A teacher

Ruksar 

An engineer
Vinod

A teacher

Naheeda 

A teacher for 
nursery kids

Gautam 

An engineer 
and ship 
designer

Jyothi

A doctor to help 
poor patients

Rizwana Banu
A teacher

Sowmya
An officer

Our AkShArA Alumni And Their ASpirATiOnS 
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he first programme that Akshara Foundation 

launched when it started operations in Karnataka 

in March 2000 was the pre-school (balwadi) 

programme in Bengaluru. It was a simple, 

community-based model that provided pre-school 

education and it filled a big gap for parents and 

children. The programme was designed with a well 

thought through curriculum and was supported 

with an extensive kit of teaching learning material. 

An assessment framework was developed to track 

the annual progress of every child. 

Over the years, Akshara pioneered and evolved multiple 

models for pre-school education and consolidated 

and shared its learning through different institutional 

frameworks both in the community and government. 

In recent years, a key feature of the Balwadi Programme 

has been its close partnership with the Department 

of Women and Child Welfare’s Integrated Child 

Development Services Scheme (ICDS Scheme). Akshara 

has provided pre-school teaching-learning material 

and training to over 1500 ICDS anganwadi workers in 

Bengaluru city to help them impart education to 3- 6 

year old children in the anganwadi centers.

In communities, Akshara has trained young women 

to become education entrepreneurs or “edupreneurs” 

and have helped them to start their own pre-schools 

by providing training and teaching-learning material. 

In these cases, Akshara continues to support them 

with training and other inputs even after they turn it 

into self-sustaining ventures. We see empowerment of 

women as a key secondary objective of the pre-school 

programme. Similar programmes are being conducted 

in Hubli and Dharwad with good response from the 

women who are trained.

When I was 3 years old my mother would 

leave me at the balwadi run by Kousar 

Miss It was a short distance from my 

home. I learnt my ABC in the balwadi. 

My “Kousar Miss” taught me numbers 

with the help of pictures and I also 

learnt to recognize fruits, vegetables 

and colours. I was the class leader 

and used to take care of the class in 

the absence of Kousar Miss. 

T In keeping with the programme’s goal of taking 

pre-school education to underserved communities 

the team identified 5 non-notified slums in 

Bengaluru where Akshara balwadis have been set 

up. We have implemented a pilot project which 

involved setting up 10 balwadi centres in these 

slums which are officially not recognized and do 

not get even basic facilities. 250 children in the age 

group 3-6 years are receiving  pre-school education.

balwadi  programme
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chool libraries have been a subject of policy 

recommendations for a long time, but a visit to a 

Government Primary School will reveal that this has not 

been translated into reality on the ground level. 

Taking this as a starting point, Akshara’s School Library 

Programme started in 2004 in a hub-and-spoke model. 

The programme took off in a large way when attractive 

and functional school libraries were set up by Akshara 

Foundation in all 1410 Government Primary schools 

in Bengaluru and nearly 100 schools in and around 

I enjoy going to the library during 

the library period and reading one 

of the colourful books.

Dharwad. The programme has around 215,000 

children as library members and has created an asset 

of over 625,000 books in 6 languages in its libraries. 

Each child on an average reads 3 books a month.

An Akshara library is an attractive ‘happening’ 

infrastructure in a government school because 

besides reading, they undertake activities linking 

curricular topics with the books read. For children 

the library is a place of ideas, of creative growth and 

learning. They find it a place where they can expand 

their horizons and seek the fulfillment not always 

available in a classroom. 

During this academic year in 700 schools, libraries 

have been handed over to the respective schools. 

The assets include books, racks, computers and 

computer furniture. Teachers in these ‘hub’ schools as 

well as neighbouring ‘spoke’ schools have been given 

orientation in maintaining the libraries. And this is a 

continuing process.

And our Library Miss is wonderful to talk to! 

She has taught me to use a computer.

S

I can do maths using TuxMath and can also 

create paintings. I click on icons and try to 

learn what they represent.

and I always run there if there 

is a free period. I have read ten 

books in the past two months.

library  programme
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n assessment of student outcomes in India has 

demonstrated that a large proportion of students 

in government schools are not at the grade-

appropriate level in basic reading or math skills. It is 

an undisputed fact that whatever a child picks up in 

his early years, stays with him for life. 

Akshara’s focus over the last academic year was on 

piloting programmes for improving English and 

Math skills among children in government primary 

schools. Akshara’s English programme – “Swalpa 

English Thumba Fun” resonated well with the teacher 

community, since it met their aspirational needs. 

Teachers do have a vocabulary in English, but have 

rarely been able to practice speaking it. During the 

A training, they overcame their initial shyness to make 

efforts to speak and promised to use English in the 

classrooms as well. 

Through the Swalpa English Thumba Fun 

programme we are able to teach the children 

the basics of functional English, before they are 

overwhelmed by the prescribed textbooks. The 

key intent of this programme is to bring out 

positive solutions and enable children to be able 

to attain proficiency in spoken English. The English 

Programme has been eliciting positive responses 

from teachers and children alike. Teachers find the 

teaching-learning material a good tool and say 

that the English programme is a fine programme 

designed to impart simple and easy instruction in a 

language that is inconsistent and unpredictable in 

structure – but which all agree is the key to greater 

opportunities in life.

This programme was implemented in Bengaluru city 

as well as one rural lab in Koppal district. Akshara’s 

Math programme aims to supplement and not 

supplant the governmental efforts in enhancing 

the quality of learning outcomes. Our classroom 

kits and workbooks have received enthusiastic 

support from the teachers, and covered 4th and 

5th standard students.  The training was done 

in the cascade method, where Cluster Resource 

Persons selected by the Education Department 

were trained by our Master trainers.  In line with our 

strategy, besides implementing this programme in 

Bengaluru city, the Math programme was extended to 2 

clusters  in the socio-economically deprived regions of 

Gulbarga District. We were enthusiastically supported 

by the government school teachers and education 

department officials.  

At the Government Urdu Model Primary Girls School 

in Kalasipalya, Yasmin, the  Std IV teacher said that she 

found the programme attractively designed and the kit 

very useful. Her children are interested in this new way 

of doing Math and have overcome the Math bogey. 

in-school  programmes

I learnt a lot from the 

Akshara Math programme. 

At the end of the programme 

my math skills had improved. 

I used to be so scared of 

fraction sums...not any more. 

The use of Flash cards in the English 

programme was fun. I learnt to speak 

and understand English quickly.
I hope all this helps me to become 

an engineer when I grow up.
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he Karnataka Learning Partnership 

(www.klp.org.in) began as an effort, internal to 

Akshara to capture geographic, demographic and 

educational data on a child-by-child basis and 

use that data to bring in remedial interventions 

early in the academic progression of the child 

and accelerate the learning outcomes of children. 

This information technology based method, 

allows us to monitor and analyze the impact of 

these interventions in a timely manner, measure 

the effectiveness of the interventions and 

T
karnataka  learning  partnership

host a publicly accessible website to disseminate 

information in aggregate form to all stakeholders.

The Karnataka Learning Partnership is a public 

platform where all the stakeholders involved in 

primary education can participate and contribute to 

the cause of ensuring better schools and education 

for all children in Karnataka. 

Akshara Foundation is anchoring this effort on both 

ends of the equation - by building a network of non-

profits, creating a technology platform for them to 

share data and hosting a common public platform 

to engage communities and citizens through 

multiple channels, both offline and online. 

Over the course of the last year, several innovations 

have been rolled out including a new user-interface. 

A popular blog and a school information page has 

been added that provides a lot more contextual 

information to locate and identity a school or 

a pre-school. ‘Share Your Story’ is designed to 

draw more people into exercising their rights as 

conscious citizens  and we are happy to see more and 

more contributors to it. At the back-end, we have started 

to build a new data entry system that offers us flexibility 

and modularity in working in multiple geographies and 

programmes. 

We have created a common database and have set the 

platform for multiple organizations working within 

multiple verticals - education, health, nutrition etc., to pool 

their data to present factual assessment. We would like 

this to galvanize community-led ownership of the public 

schooling system and drive a change for the better.

I could also see the 

Math performance of our 

school children. And also 

the performance of my 

friend Anand’s school. 

During the library 

period today, 

the library miss 

showed me a 

website called 

Karnataka Learning 

Partnership. On this 

website I could see 

the location of 

our school.
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The pre-school programme of 

Akshara Foundation was designed to 

improve the overall environment of 

the anganwadi centres in Bengaluru. 

It is in this context that Akshara 

Foundation developed indicators that 

help to assess the status of anganwadi 

centres. While some of these indicators 

are infrastructure related, some are 

process related and some others are 

related to the usage of the Akshara 

school preparedness kit supplied to 

the anganwadi. There are 68 indicators 

developed to map the status of 

anganwadis. These indicators have been 

collected by the Field Co-ordinators 

of Akshara’s pre-school programme 

through observation, discussions with 

anganwadi workers and helpers as well 

as through cross-checking documents 

maintained in the anganwadi. 

T

Bengaluru’s Education Profile offers a glimpse into the 

demography and the learning outcomes of children attending 

government pre-schools and primary schools in Bengaluru 

in the academic year 2009-2010. The results presented in the 

report are based on data collected by Akshara Foundation 

in government pre-schools and primary schools. The report 

discusses the socio-economic characteristics of the primary 

stakeholders of government-run primary schools in Bengaluru 

by conducting a 45000 household survey. The survey seeks 

to demonstrate how a child’s home environment can affect 

his/her learning outcome. Other factors, such as household 

income-level, assets and parental occupations can influence 

not only the number of years a child will stay in school, but 

also how parents contribute to the process of education. Then 

the report goes on to presenting the status of pre-school 

and the performance of children in Math and English in 

government schools of Bengaluru. 

I heard my class miss 

say that Akshara is 

doing some research 

on the programmes that 

they conduct in our 

school. They have people 

entering numbers into the 

computer. I wish I could 

go and see them.

Analyzing the ICDS Anganwadi Centres in 

Bengaluru

research

Bengaluru Report Card
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This report presents the analysis of data collected by Akshara Foundation on the Reading 

Programme. Akshara Foundation rolled out its Reading Programme in the year 2009-10 with 

6639 children from 850 government schools in Ramnagara district. The programme employed 

45 story cards to teach reading skills to children in a short span of time. The programme uses 45 

story cards one per day for children who were in need for the intervention. The programme was 

carried out to students across classes 3 to 7, who were selected as per the diagnostic test of the 

Government (Parihara Bhodane).  The results show positive improvement in children’s language 

skills that may be attributed to the programme. 

The Akshara Research team co-ordinates 

the ASER survey implementation every 

year in Karnataka. The ASER survey is an 

educational survey conducted once a 

year in 30 villages in each of 27 districts of 

Karnataka. The report is shared with the 

government functionaries in the State.

India is urbanising very fast and along with this, the slum 

population is also increasing. India’s urban population is 

increasing at a faster rate than its total population. Along 

with that the volume of people who do not have access 

to basic facilities like drinking water and sanitation is 

also growing. It was against this background, Akshara 

Foundation found that there are a number of children 

living in “non-notified” slums and they have no access to 

any pre-school education either through government 

centres or private centres. As a preliminary step in the 

process of setting up pre-school (balwadi) centres, Akshara 

Foundation decided to conduct a feasibility study in 

Bengaluru and has since set up balwadis in these slums.

A Feasibility Study on Setting Up Pre-schools in 

Non-Notified Slums in Bengaluru

Akshara Supported Reading Programme 

in  Ramnagara

Annual Status of Education 

(ASER) 2010 and 2011

You can read more on all these issues by visiting  

www.akshara.org.in
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volunteering

kshara Foundation clearly recognizes the 

need for community-based action around 

government pre-schools and primary schools 

and believes that it will take a network of 

organizations to come together to bring 

improvements in our neighbourhood school.

To supplement this thought, Akshara has 

accelerated its efforts to channelize volunteers 

to visit anganwadis and primary schools 

and engage with the school system. The 

engagement can be either a one-time visit, or a 

short-term/long-term support. The volunteers 

are then encouraged to “Share-their-Story” on 

the Karnataka Learning Partnership website to 

voice their opinions and comments.

As a first step, over the last year, we started 

engaging the employees of the organizations 

which support us. Some of our corporate partners 

like Dell, Target and ING Vysya Foundation have 

come forward to do volunteering events in 

various pre-schools and primary schools across 

the city.

Along with various corporate volunteers, we also 

had other unique volunteering initiatives where 

young school children from Mallya Aditi School 

and Stonehill International School  volunteered 

at our schools to pass on their learning to the 

government school children, and learn from them 

in return. Thanks go out to these young ‘mentors’!

The local community has also showed interest in 

contributing their time to Government schools. The 

residents of Mantri Tranquil Apartments have been 

volunteering in some of the Government schools. They 

have helped us to conduct baseline assessment in 

Reading (Kannada) and Math for all children in the school. 

Some people from a big engineering 

company visited our school last 

week and conducted some fun 

activities in our school library. 

We had a lot of fun with them and the 

winners of the activities got some nice 

prizes. I was one of them and got a nice 

colourful English book as a prize!

A
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Abhishek Kiran 
Dell
“A heart touching experience. Seeing the toddlers 

singing, playing and dancing with joy made me 

realize that to enjoy the happiness of the life, we 

don’t need material things. Till this visit, I thought 

that by giving best learning materials to my small 

kid would make him a champ. However, today 

these tiny tots taught me that we only need to 

have a open mind and time to spend with them. “

volunteers speak 

interns  speak

he India that I saw through my work with 

The Akshara Foundation was a very different 

India than the one I had seen before. In past 

trips to visit grandparents, my impressions of 

the beautiful country were those of historical 

monuments, cuisine, and culture. I came to 

Akshara with the intention of focusing instead 

on those areas of India that needed help. I aimed 

to bring change. What I did not realize then was 

just how influential Akshara can be to those who 

seek to bring change to the education in India. 

What made my experience worth while was 

the opportunity to experience in the field, 

firsthand, the changes that we were making. It 

was in these weeks that I saw the true influence 

of Akshara in the schools that need its help.  

Walking through the slums of Bengaluru every 

morning and afternoon, interviewing teachers 

and students, and seeing the very issues right in 

“I came to the Akshara Foundation in the fall of 2010. 

Having spent the previous year as a government 

school teacher in Central Java, I was ready to learn 

about Akshara’s work in Bengaluru’s government 

schools and assist with research and program analysis. 

The eight weeks I spent at Akshara changed me. 

By giving me not only the chance to challenge 

myself mentally but also the chance to see 

firsthand the very schools that needed our 

help, Akshara offered me a truly unique and 

unbeatable internship experience. I had the 

chance to move from behind the desk and see 

firsthand the great work that each individual 

at Akshara contributes in the bigger vision of 

placing every child in school and learning well. ”

Divya Vishwanath, Claremont McKenna

Joyatri
ING Vysya Foundation 
“Thanks a million to all of you at Akshara 

Foundation and primarily children.. They just 

made us feel like 3 years old! ”

Keshav Raju 
Target India 
“For me the visit to GKHPS Sulibele in 

Hoskote is all about learning. More than what 

the students get is what we get. Akshara 

Foundation is different; it is hands-on 

involvement with government schools.”

T

front of us was life changing. I saw need in these schools – 

schools without toilets, children without chairs and desks, 

teachers without training. However, though the stories were 

heartbreaking and though I often left feeling like there 

was so much left to do, I realized that there was a pattern 

in these schools. I realized that everywhere, teachers were 

relying on Akshara to report their needs.  

After working in Bengaluru for about a year, I came to 

appreciate many features of the way Akshara functions. 

Unlike some of the NGOs I worked with previously, Akshara 

is staffed by people who are from Bengaluru, speak the local 

language, and manage time, grants, and space very efficiently. 

Akshara benefits from having visionary leaders who are 

willing to work hard, come to the office every day, and spend 

time asking big questions and charting the course of the 

organization’s future. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, after observing 

in classrooms and analyzing the results from student 

assessments, the programmes that Akshara develops do 

seem to be enhancing the learning experiences of students 

and teachers, fostering creativity and hands-on learning. I 

am glad that I was able to learn and build with the Akshara 

Foundation team.” 

Tara Gonsalves, Harvard University
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625,000 books

library programme

children

anganwadis

30495
covering

1787

128
independent 
balwadis

children
3400

covering

8
NNS balwadis

children
224

covering

balwadi programme

215,000 children

1510  schools

in school programmes

karnataka learning 
partnership

277 schools

380 teachers

8750 children

3 DISTRICTS

1929 PRE-SCHOOLS

40177 PRE-SCHOOL STUDENTS

PRE-SCHOOLS

20 DISTRICTS 

20536 SCHOOLS

598334 STUDENTS 

SCHOOLS

donors

Thanks to our donors, Akshara was able to cover 280,000 children through our various programmes 
over the last year. 

Robert Bosch Engineering and Business Solutions

english math

432 schools

474 teachers trained

19000 children

the numbers
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Slab of gross monthly remuneration paid Female Members Male Members Total

Less than R 5,000 222 35 257

R5,000 - R9,999 21 5 26

R10,000 - R 24,999 11 8 19

R25,000 - R49,999 3 4 7

R 50,000 & above 1 2 3

TOTAL 258 54 312

Transparency Information 

No cost have been incurred by the Foundation for the international travel either by the Board of 

Trustees or by any personnel of the organisation.

The Foundation spent on National travel a total amount of R237,279. Out of this, the expenditure for 

the Chairman is R64,836, for the Managing Trustee is R17,361, for the Trustees is R11,686 and by all 

personnel is R143,396.

During the year, 175 items of CPUs, Monitors and other computer peripherals have been identified 

by M/s Value Point engineers as scrap and the same have been disposed off. An amount of R24,000 

has been realized.

There is no remuneration paid and no reimbursement made during the year to any of the Board members.

financial  statements
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Receipts Sch No. For the year ended
 March 31, 2011

For the year ended
 March 31, 2010

 Balance brought forward 

   - Cash on Hand  10,316  27,056 

   - Cash at Bank 2,873,161  4,534,625 

Fixed Deposit   7,943,285   29,383,564 

Donations Received 18  14,181,206  3,400,725 

Donations Received for Dharwad  995,322  570,850 

Donations Received in advance  3,863,025  4,085,511 

Miscellaneous Income 22  1,201,543  2,063,399 

Programme receipts

Balwadi Programme 1  8,896,480  1,379,090 

Accelerated Maths Programme 2  -  1,505,674 

Library Programme 3  10,580,406  10,665,947 

ASER Survey Programme 4  1,172,769  -   

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme 5  144,978  1,999,030 

State Planning Board 8  -  823,346 

Remedial teaching 9  226,000  126,000 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy 10  229,500  - 

Amount received from Akshara Foundaiton (Blr)  896,521  4,690,400 

Inter branch balances (closing)  -  - 

TDS Collected during the Year  998,209  1,783,984 

Total  54,212,721  67,039,201 

Receipts and Payments

Payments Sch 
No.

For the year ended
 March 31, 2011

For the year ended
 March 31, 2010

Administrative Expenses 23  1,421,894  1,310,581 

Donor relation Expenses  110,566  472,180 

Research & Evaluation Expenses  -  141,784 

Inter Branch Balances  -  - 

Programme payments
Balwadi Programme 24  10,892,089  13,441,020 

Accelerated Maths Programme 25  4,647,171  4,764,904 

Library Programme 26  9,496,569  22,972,005 

ASER Survey Programme 4  1,213,434  1,293,836 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme 27  2,996,598  2,256,985 

Capacity building 6  1,905,923  1,285,648 

CEE Programme 28  -  282,275 

State Planning Board  -  428,563 

Remedial teaching  27,750  36,319

Research Evaluation & Consultancy 10  1,096,086  - 

Data Analysis and evaluation 11  158,445  741,575 

Paid to Akshara Foundation, N. Karnataka  896,521  4,690,400 

Prepaid expenses  22,437  (24,933)

Advance Paid 29  (258,809)  114,653 

Fixed Assets  40,084  526,624 

Stamps purchased  (10)  36 

TDS Paid during the period  1,191,002  1,591,191 

Prior period expense  -  -   

Other Deposit made 30  (18,000)  (113,207)

 Balance carried forward 

   - Cash on Hand  22,241  10,316 

   - Cash at Bank  1,610,610  2,873,161 

Fixed Deposit  16,740,120  7,943,285 

Total  54,212,721  67,039, 201 

All figures are in R

All figures are in R



akshara foundation annual report28 akshara foundation annual report 29

 Particulars Sch 
No. 

For the year ended
 March 31, 2011

For the year ended
 March 31, 2010

 Income 
 Donations Received 18  15,176,528  3,971,575 

 Miscellaneous Income 19  1,151,224  2,385,050 

 Sub total A  16,327,752  6,356,625 

Programme & other income received
Balwadi Programme 1  8,896,480  15,844,610 

Accelerated Maths Programme 2  3,795,511  1,505,674 

Library Programme 3  10,580,406  10,665,947 

ASER Survey Programme 4  1,172,769  - 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme 5  434,978  1,999,030 

Capacity Building 6  -  - 

CEE Programme 7  -  - 

State Planning Board 8  -  823,345 

Remedial teaching 9  226,000  126,000 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy 10  229,500  - 

Data Analysis and Evaluation 11  -  - 

 Sub total B  25,335,644  30,964,606 

Total A + B  41,663,396  37,321,231 

Expenditure

Administrative expenses 20  1,251,483  736,751 

Donor relation Expenses 21  110,566  472,180 

Depreciation 13  318,221  727,229 

Research & Evaluation Expenses  -  141,784 

 Sub total C  1,680,270  2,077,944 

Programme expenses

Balwadi Programme 1  11,052,187  13,111,076 

Accelerated Maths Programme 2  4,652,506  4,783,241 

Library Programme 3  9,837,369  22,079,954 

ASER Survey Programme 4  1,305,702  1,293,836 

Karnataka Learning Partnership 5  3,032,866  2,344,376 

Capacity building 6  1,905,923  1,285,648 

CEE Programme 7  17,004  320,477 

State Planning Board 8  -  428,563 

Remedial teaching 9  27,751  36,319 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy 10  1,096,086  - 

Data Analysis and evaluation 11  158,445  741,575 

Sub total D  33,085,839  46,425,065 

Total C + D  34,766,109  48,503,008 

Income and Expenditure  Particulars Sch 
No.

For the year ended
 March 31, 2011

For the year ended
 March 31, 2010

Excess of Income over expenditure/ (Expenditure over 
income) for the year  6,897,287  (11,181,777)

Add
Opening balance in funds

Opening balance in Corpus fund  281,008  2,997,724 

Balwadi Programme  4,755,947  1,678,809 

Accelerated Maths Programme  357,774  3,183,620 

Library Programme  -  8,670,297 

ASER Survey Programme  92,267  92,267 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme  7,189,774  7,386,085 

Give India Programme  -  55,726 

Capacity Building  -  - 

CEE Programme  -  186,216 

State Planning Board  394,782  - 

Remedial Teaching  89,681  - 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy  -  - 

Data Analysis and Evaluation  -  - 

 20,058,520  13,068,967 
Appropriated to

Balwadi Programme 1  -  343,605 

Accelerated Maths Programme 2  499,221  451,721 

Library Programme 3  516,953  2,743,710 

ASER Survey Programme 4  40,665  1,201,569 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme 5  472,502  149,035 

Capacity building 6  1,905,923  1,285,648 

CEE programme 7  112,439  134,261 

State Planning Board 8  -  - 

Remedial Teaching 9  -  - 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy 10  866,586 

Data Analysis and evaluation 11  158,445  741,575 

General funds  -  55,726 

Excess of Income over expenditure /(expenditure
over income) after appropriation

- -

General funds  10,355,757  281,007 

Balwadi Programme 1  2,600,240  4,755,948 

Accelerated Maths Programme 2  -  357,774 

Library Programme 3  1,259,988  -   

ASER Survey Programme 4  -  -   

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme 5  5,064,388  7,189,774 

Capacity building 6  -  -   

Give India Programme 0  -  -   

CEE Programme 7  95,435  -   

State Planning Board 8  394,782  394,782 

Remedial teaching 9  287,930  89,682 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy 10 - -

Data Analysis and evaluation 11  -  -   

 Excess of Income over expenditure /(expenditure
over income) after appropriation  20,058,520  13,068,967 

All figures are in R

All figures are in R
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Citibank (ex-officio)

board of  trustees

Balance Sheet

Particulars Sch No. As at March 31, 2011 As at March 31, 2010

Corpus Fund  10,355,756  281,007 

General & project appropriations

 Balwadi Programme 1  2,600,240  4,755,948 

 Accelerated Math Programme 2  -  357,774 

 Library Programme 3  1,259,989  -   

 ASER Survey Programme 4  -  -   

 Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme 5  5,064,388  7,189,774 

 Capacity building 6  -  -   

 Give India Programme  -  -   

 CEE Programme 7  95,435  -   

 State Planning Board Programme 8  394,782  394,782 

 Remedial teaching 9  287,930  89,681 

 Research Evaluation & Consultancy 10  -    -   

 Data Analysis and evaluation 11  -    -   

 Current Liabilities 12  3,916,787  4,524,129 

 Bengaluru Office Account  57,615,196  56,718,675 

 Donation Branch  45,062,192  44,066,871 

Total  126,652,695  118,378,641

 Fixed assets 13  1,220,725  1,498,863 

 Funded Fixed Assets 14  2,804,390  3,366,895 

 Deposits 15  829,919  849,193 

 Other Current Assets 16  747,304  1,051,383 

 Cash and Bank Balances 17  18,372,971  10,826,761 

 Dharwad & Gulbarga Account  57,615,196  56,718,675 

 Donation H.O  45,062,190  44,066,871 

Total  126,652,695  118,378,641 

All figures are in R



Akshara Foundation - Registration Information

Akshara Foundation is a Public Charitable Trust and has been registered under the Indian Registration Act. 
Akshara’s registration details with the various Indian government agencies are as follows:

Trust Deed - No. 335/99-2000
FCRA registration number : 094420987
80G - No. DIT(E)BLR/80G(R)/170/AAATA4879R/ITO(E)-1/Vol 2008-2009
12A - No. TRUST/718/10A/VOL.1/A-855/2001-02/CIT-II  

Akshara Foundation - Banking Information
Bank details for Local Remittance
Bank Name: AXIS BANK
Branch: Kasturi Nagar
Address: SR Enclave, No.5M-631, OMBR Layout, 5th Main Road, Kasturi Nagar, Bangalore - 560 043, INDIA 
A/c No. 231010100038368
IFS CODE - UTIB0000231

Bank details for Foreign Remittance
Bank Name: Royal Bank of Scotland
Branch: Bangalore
Address: Prestige Towers, Ground Floor, 99 & 100, Residency Road, Bangalore- 560025, INDIA
A/c.No. 724640  Foreign Contribution A/c.
SWIFT Address: ABNAINBBBGL
SWIFT type: MT 103



www.akshara.org.in

No. 633/634, 4th “C” Main, 6th “B” Cross, OMBR Layout, Banaswadi,
Bengaluru - 560 043, Karnataka, India 
Phone:+ 91 80 25429726/27/28 Fax: +91-80- 2542 9728 E-mail : info@akshara.org.in


