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The Indian EXPRESS

A New Leat

A renowned name in the filed of jhadi-pattitheatre — a popular folk art form in Vidarbha —
Devendra Dodke has now turned filmmaker, with Marathi film Te Don Divas

AASHAY KHANDEKAR

[LL 2012, Devendra Dodke, who
I hails from Nagpur, was happy be-

g an miegral partofthe phadi-
paii theatre, a theatre movementin Vi-
darbha that promoted tradinonal folk
art. However, in 20112, when he worked
under Telugu director K Raghavendra
Raon Shirdi Sai, s perception about
the craft changed drastically, somuchso
that he decided to dona hlmdirector's
hat. His debut Marathi Glm Te Don Dives
{ Those Tive Davs ). which features promi-
nent actors like Mohan Joshi, Alka
Kubal, Arun Nalawade and Vilas
Upawane, isslatedtoreleaseon April 17,
The film’s cast, along with Dodke, was
presentinthe cty on Tuesday,

Te Dot Divas s a family-drama that
delvesintothe deeper realities of parent-
hood. The plot revolves around a family
of four and goeson toshow how ideal
their hvesare, until one day, when every-
thing falls apart and the parents have to
shoulder the burden o keep their daugh-
ter away from desolation. “The son of
middle-dass Ratnaparkhi family, who
aspires Lo be a cricketer, falls uncon-
scious on the cricket ground, However,
the family decides to keep the newsof
mishap to themselves and notdsclose it
to therr davghter. whose HSC examsare
just two days away. The movie is about
those two hardest days, whichtest therr
parcnthood thoroughly,” savs Dodke,
adding that while Joshi and Kubal essay
the rolesof the parents, Prasiddhi Adyal -
war and Chinmay Deshkar play the sib-
lmgs. The cast and the crew ofthe film,
which has beenshot in Pune too, is pri-
marily from Nagpur.

Thestory was written by Nagpur-
Based primary teacher Devendra Be-
Linkar, whoisalso one of the producers of
the film. “When Belankar narrated the
story, | feltit needed to be told in the form
amovie. Inour lives, practicality has
grown (o prominence, due to whichemo-
tions have become secondary. Andwhen it
comes o exams of the students, parents
obwiously become over-protective. But
what i asituaton occurs, where youcan't
keepit tovoursell”? Thisstory attlempts o
answer that question, ™ savs Dodke, who
has acted m films such as Miss Lovely
{2012) and Taarni (2013 ). other than lel-
ugw film Shirdi Said. Under fhads-parti the-

Line of Thought

BETWEEN the Lines, a contem-
porary playby CinePlay, will be
staged oday at Gyan Adab,

7pm onwards. The play, which 10at Mahamshta
stars real-life couple Nandita Cultural Centre, Tilak
Das and Subodh Maskara, ex- Road. Laboratoryis
plores the complexities inthe one of the most

life of an urban couple, bothof widelyaccaimed
whomstrive to maintaina bal- short stories by

ance between modern trends . Tagore. ltwas a pro-
andthe trappings of tradition. Masters at th‘E ir Art grgsﬂsive i uf!p;:lth
Maya and Shekhar are law pro- sabadk ke axid FURTADOS School of Musicis cond ucting aworkshopon Cuban century feminismwith
fessionals, whohavebeenmar- o e o0 music today, atthe Furtados store in Koregaon Park, whidh will be anorthodox Indian

ried for 10years. While Shekhar
is & top-notch criminal [awyer
andattends to highprofile
plaintiffs, Maya, much like most
working women inour society,
attempts to balance work and
life, simultanecusly drafting
routine contracts for a lawfirm,
As the play takes an interesting

turn, both end upamuing onop-
posite side s of a criminal trial,
resulting in the blurring of their
personal and professional lives.
Founded by Maskara and Das,
CinePlay endeavoursto be a
mirror of compelling stories told
throughtheatre.

atre, which is also referred as the * Broad-
Daod ke has done more
than 2. 2400 shows of 130plays inthe last 17
vears — includmg Majha Ghar-Maghi
Mansa, Pathirakha, Sunbai Jara Japoon,

wayol Rural India’,

Bayko Number One and soon,

Wil

conducted by international artiste Van Merwijk's M usic Machine.
The event will be held between 3 and 4 pm. Band leader Lucas
Van Menwijkhasbeen at theforefront of European jgzz, Latinand
percussion scenefor 25 years and haswon the prestigious Global
Act Award 2010. Aquartet from the Netherands, comprising
percussionist Merwijk, accompanied by Cuban master pianist
Ramon Valle, Bert Boerenon trombone and bass playerfrom
Venezuela, Samuel Albert Ruiz, they will be playing arepertoire
of Cuban Golden Classics. Entryto theeventisinee,

Merwijk

real life, Dodke recalls,

Drawing a parallel between Te Don
Diwas and anincident happened tohimin
“Myvmother
passed away on the day [ had a theatncal
show 200km away from my town. After
her cremation ceremony, [ immediately

Actors Alka Kubal and Mohan Joshi
in a still from the film Te Don Divas;

(left) Devendra Dodke

left for the show and performed. As an ac-
tor, [eouldn't compromise withmy duty. |
had 1o bear all that pressure and stand tall
because [ didn’t want my co-stars and the
audience toface the consequences,” says
Dodke, whoalso penned songs for the
film, in addition to its screcnplay.

Toshi, one of the most semor actors
of the Marathiindustry, and also the
protagomst of fe Don Dhivas, s all prase
tor Dodke, with whom he has worked m
various playsinthe past, “He & avery
good fnend of mine. IUs hissincerity as
an actor that appealed me alot. | remem-
ber we used o have many detaled dis-
cussions backstage on serious Lopics
whenever [visited Nagpur. When | came
o know he 1sturning o direction, | im-
mediately smd yves for the project, lam
really pleased wath how professional
things have been, despite the film being
his forstattempt,” alds Josha

Tribute to Tagore

DISHARI, a Pune-based cultural organisation, wall
present Roshayoni, a dramatic adaptation of Ra-

hindrmnath Tagore'sshon story Laboratory on April

mindset, Dishari's pn-
mary mission is the
promation ofdrama andart forms of Bengal aswell
astoshare a platform with the local cultural milieu.
Over the past few years, Dishari has produced sev-
eral plays, organised national and intemationalthe-
atre festivals, workshops, shrutinatakfestval, and
chifdren dama festival in Pune. Dishari has alsopar-
ticipatedin several theatre festivals.

wwrvsi ndian express.oom

Guess
Who’s Back?

Gaurav Raina and Tapan Raj of
Midival Punditz on their latest
album and partnership rules

r

Gaurav Raina (left) and Tapan Raj have
introduced folk elements in their new

album Lights

SOMYA LAKHANI

I'T WAS the late “90s. Clubs and showson TV
played Bollywood music, uninspired remixes and
indie pop. Bored with the stagnant music scene,
two Delhi bovs — Gauray Rama and Tapan Ry
— decided totake the situation into their own
hands. Andin 1996, Midival Punditz was born,

Thattheyspearheaded the Indian electron-
ica movement 1snoexaggeration, Nowaftera
gapof sixvears, they are set o release their
fourthstudio album, Lighis. “All our past records
have had a certainapproachandsiyle. With this
one, however, we were trying tore-discover our
sound and change our approach. That took
time,” says Raj. at their Hauz Khas Village studio
i Delhe Inthe meantime, Raina began work on
asoloproject called GRAIN and Rajopeneda
technology company,

Mixing electromica with Indian classical music
istheirsignature but the upcoming nine-track al-
bum has a different sound. “This time we have
shifted the focusto'folk’, instead of Indian classi-
cal, It wasn’'t aconscious decision. The songs we
prepared just sounded betterwith folksy ele-
ments, the kindwe were istemngtoat the time, ™
says Raj. Malini Awasthi brings UP folk into Na-
dia, while Baiju Dharmarajan (guitaristof Moth-
erjane) adds a Camatic touch to Bushing and then
there are Kutle Khan's Rajasthani tunes aswell.
“IU'smore cmemat andcerebral, witha unge of

darkness, " savs Raina.
I TEE DWW I:I.TL‘!'_'.' gﬂ WO T MATLEWILI Pnll]'li'll KITES

buteven then their ggs are packed. Talking about
the explosion in the dance music scenes, Raina
says, “Its a jungle out therewith alot ol nose ;we
only concentrate on music and it reaches the right
ears.” Toths, Ry adds, " Whenwestarted 18 vears
ago, there was nowiay you could survive only by
making music, You needed another sourceofin-
come. Butnow, it's possib e to just be a musician,
These are popod times,” he says, Theyhave their list
of favourites among the voung music producers m
the country. They rattle off namessuch as Nucleva,
Kohra, Nxhokonand Your Chin,

Childhood best friends, Rajand Raina have
managed to make this parinership work for al-
most twodecades. That it was absolutely smooth
15 abag hie, they say, “lfit's smooth, it's hur'mg.
But inour case, we have grown uptogether and
have similar influences. That's why there ismore
svng, and lessdeunction. If one of us i1s nol con-
vincedabout something, it doesn’t make ittothe
track. We don't force music down each other's
throat, Never,” says Raina

How a Bangalore-based NGO is tackling the fear uf Mathemathics across the country thmugh its meme-fied campaign #MathinIndia

‘Mere Paas
Maths Har’

JASKIRAN KAPOOR

WHEN Ashok kamath came
aCross the Annual Status of Educa-
ton Report ( ASLER) this January, it
left him disturbed. The fact that
only 25.3 percent of children study-
mg in Class I could attempta two
digit subtraction, or that the per-
centage of children studymg m
Class 11 who could not recognise
numbers up to ning had increased

from 11.3 percentin 200010 19.5
pereent in 2014, upset Kamath,
The declmmg Math-leaming
levelswere enough for him to sound
the alarm and kickstart acampaign
o drawattention to this “much
feared subject”, Theresult-a
“Makein India” initiative by Ka-
math's Bangalore based Akshara
Foundation, called #Mathin India.

A pan-India social awareness and
advocacy projedt. it’s aconversa-
ton-starier mitiated to sensilise a
largeraudience ontheissue oflow
kearning levels among children
about Mathsin the country. Asa
part of this project, Akshara has
keveraged Bollywood and come up
witha set of education memes,
which are catchy dialogues by popu-
lar Bollywood characters address-
ing the fear of maths.

So.where Amitabh Bachchan
jokes, “Tean talk maths, Icanwalk
miths. Iean laugh maths, because
maths is avery phanny subject”,
Babwi Alok Nath preaches. “Beta,
mitths se Magna sanskarinahi hai”.
The meme-lied versions carry on
with a twist to famous dialogues,
with late superstar Rajesh Khanna
saving “Pushpa, Thate Maths”,

=0
3

Shah Rukh Khan announcing
“Don’tunderestimate the power of
Maths™, and Shashi Kapoor clamm-
mg, “Mere Paas Maths Hai". Not
only this, before the memes came a
song. composed free of cost by this

prodis such as Agastya work and
address the gaps inscience leamn-
ing. The cause of the fear, says Ka-
math, & best explamed by Indian -
origin mathematician who won the
prestigious Fields Medal, Manjul
Bhargava He had saud, “how in
schools, mathematics is taught as a
TODOT K SUDJCCT, WG TE YU SOIVE ir-
tificial-sounding proble ms via ase-
quence of dullmemorsedsteps™.
“Studentcan 't even fathom
what adotbelow and adotabove a
hittle homzontal line means, even
though they can intelligently divide
up their entire ¢lass 1o make up two
competmg crickel eams, noles
Kamath, wornied with, for instance,
the all India {rural) figures for basic
arithmeticthat have remamed vir-
tuilly unchanged over the last few
vearsor the ability tododivision

tothis age group. Aksharaalso
runs a mathematics program calked
Akshara Ganitha to aid Maths
learming among children ingovern-
ment schools using an activity-
based approach.

Apart from capacitybuilding to
teachers and community-school re-
K IOTIS I P, RTINS dt more
mnovative ways. “Like the Univer-
sity of Imoss that hosts a MoSAIC
Math + Arts Festival (MoSAIC
stands for Mathematics of Saence,
Art. Industry, and Culture).

Berkelevand Columbiahave
held festivals tocreativelyactivate
centers of a child’s bram he/she
wouldn't usually associate with
mathematics,” he says.

Kamath plans to touch base
withorganisations working in the
field of education and Teacher

vear's Grammywinner Ricky Kej.
inboth English and Kannada.
Numeracy and hiteracyreading
are considered the core skills, and
while Aksharahas beenaddressing
and monitoring both, other non-

amon g Standard VI students that
has been dropping since 2010,
“Starswith their mass appeal
enjoy a greater mind share. ltisnot
hkely thata Manpul Bhargavain a
meme will catch the attentionof a
child overa Shah Rukh Khan,” he
adds. He has capitalsed onsuper-
stars, iconic dialogues, social be-
haviour and cultural references apl

Traiming Institutes to promote
miemies as a leaching aid and aniee
breaker. From stickers, book marks
to fridge magnets to be distributed
freeof costisalointhe pipeline.
Children book publisher Pratham
Books has ted it with their Happy
Mathseries books which can be
downloaded. Formorelog onto
www.akshannorg in.
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