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1. The Classroom Library – An Introduction
The Classroom Library as against a common school library is an Akshara Foundation innovation
which aims to provide children with a library in their own classroom. It is our belief that easy access to
good content can help children and bring the joy of reading to them. The programme was designed
by the Akshara Foundation, and this coincides with the National Curriculum Framework 2005 guidelines
for Libraries.
“The school library should be embedded into the school at all levels that acts as an intellectual
space where teachers, children and members of the community find the means to deepen their
knowledge and imagination” – National Curriculum Framework 2005.

Extract from the National Curriculum Framework – 2005
• It is important that future planning treats the library as an essential component of the school at
all levels.
• India must move towards equipping every school, irrespective of its level, with a library.
• Facilities are to be provided to allow children to borrow books.
• Training of teachers in library management and use is required to meet the demands of this situation.
• One period a week to be devoted to library reading.
• It is important to let the child choose rather than having the teacher distribute the books.
• Library books can be brought into the language class. For class projects, children can be asked to look
up a reference in the library.
• Children can be asked to share a story they have read with the other children in class.
• The school library should be kept open during vacations.
Broad Outcomes:
1. Students consider the library to be a resource centre and become habituated to reading for enjoyment
and reference
2. Teachers integrate the library with the daily classroom teaching
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2. Access to Books
Book Selection

It is important to keep suitable books for children in the School Libraries. Children generally like books
that have simple sentences and contain attractive pictures. Story books are a great attraction to children
and would constitute a large proportion of books in the school libraries.

Criteria for book selection:

1. Books should contain larger fonts, hence would be easier to read, especially for children who have 		
newly learnt decoding of words.
2. Books containing Humour as children like it.
3. Bilingual books are a good choice in the libraries, as this helps children learn new languages.
4. Books that the children can relate too.
5. Books that cover a range of subjects and themes – Fiction, Environment, Nature, Fun, Simple Maths,
Geography, Science, biographies/ autobiographies.
6. Books should not contain writings that encourage biases in terms of religion, sex, race, caste, colour,
language etc.

Leveling of Books

There are many Book Leveling systems used internationally, Akshara Foundation has organically evolved
a system of leveling books, over a period of field work.
The starting level includes books with more of colorful illustrations and less of text. With each level,
the number of words increases while illustrations decrease. Books are assigned one of these six levels
based on the amount of text on each page of the book and color coded with a corresponding sticker on the
outer cover. Materials such as encyclopedias, dictionaries, thesauruses and maps should not be classified
by reading level, but instead be classified as reference materials and displayed in a separate section in
the library.
Level

Colors

Sentence per page

Illustrations

1

Green

0-2

70% to 100% of the page

2

Red

3-5

70% to 100% of the page

3

Orange

6-10

70% to 100% of the page

4

White

11-20

50% to 70% of the page

5

Blue

> 20

30% to 50% of the page

6

Yellow

> 20

0% to 20% of the page

04

The Classroom Library Program Manual 2016-17

Infrastructure
Cloth Rack

Books are stacked in different sections of a cloth
rack as per library leveling system. Here is one
picture of a book cloth rack. Cloth racks are
placed in such a way that, it is reachable to every
student in the classroom without any difficulty.

Histogram

Histogram is used to know the effectiveness of
The Classroom Library. It is a tool that shows
the usage of the library books across the 6 levels.
Histogram chart should be put up at a height
within child’s reach. X-axis of the Histogram
indicates the month, and Y-axis indicates the
levels. Each child is asked to mark “√” against
the reading level of the book borrowed during a
particular month.

Operation
Library Period

During the library period, the children should be allowed to choose books on rotational basis. The class
should be divided into few groups with each group including children at beginner’s level as well as good
reading level. Every week, one group should get the priority to choose the books they wish to read for that
particular session.

Activities

Activities and Reading can be conducted on alternate weeks. The activities could be based on the books
read during the previous library session. Please, refer to Section 4 for various activities that could be done
using the library books.

Lending of Books

To cultivate the habit of reading it is important that children can read library books beyond the school
hours. A register could be maintained by the class teacher to record the lending of books to the students
for them to use at home.
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3. Mapped to the Curriculum
The books provided with the Classroom Library can also be used as a supplement for the regular classroom
teaching. For this purpose, the books provided during 2016-17 are mapped, but keeping basic criterion for
book selection intact.

Guidelines to the usage of TCL books:

The TCL books could be used to introduce a particular chapter in an interactive way. The Teacher should:
• Show the pages of the books to the students and ask them what they see.
• Read aloud the book and again check with the students what they understood.
• Summarize the story with the understanding required to begin the chapter.
The TCL books could also be used by the children to do classroom projects. Simple activities for children
are provided under every chapter. The teacher can describe the activities to the students and ask them to
do at their leisure.

4. Activities
It is evident that if children are exposed to a wide range of print material, which also
fosters better understanding of class-room curriculum, then the Library could truly
be said to be an enriching experience. In general, the activities encourage creativity
in children, and encourage them to be curious and motivate them to read more. The
following activities can be conducted in the classroom.

Drawing and Painting

Playing with colours is a favourite activity the children can indulge in. The Classroom
Library books provided by Akshara Foundation are very colourful and attractive. The
children could choose a book of their own choice and try to replicate the scene presented
in the story books. This activity could be assigned to the students just before Prathiba
Karanji to understand the inherent talents of the students.

Reading Aloud

Loud Reading is an important activity to be introduced in the language classes. Reading
Aloud helps the children practice the pronunciation and the diction of various words. This would result
in children being able to read fluently. Using the Classroom Library books for loud reading helps the
children use different tonal variations to depict the emotions behind the text.

Group Reading

Group Reading would have similar results as the Loud Reading activity. The group reading activity would
help the students who are slow learners, while they read along with the students already good at it.
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Story Telling

The important part of learning a language is that one should be able to express
oneself fluently. It is observed in recent times that the students lack the skill
of expressing themselves. Good communication skill is an important asset
even in later life. While the children narrate the stories, it’s important that
they express the emotion behind the words. This activity could be done
every week with groups of students on rotation basis considering one group
per week. In fact every day’s class can start with a story related to the topic
being studied.

Spell Bee

English being a necessary skill to excel in one’s career, it is important to
master the art of writing without mistakes. Unlike the vernacular language
in English it’s important to pay attention to the words and their spelling.
The only way to motivate the students to learn the spelling is by means
of competitions. This could become part of the language class. 2 books
should be chosen at time and announcement should be made, for example
all 4 letter words in the selected books are considered for the competition.
Children would be happy if they are awarded with “Stars” for their attempts.

Poem/Story Writing

Children are very imaginative and they have their own understanding of what they see. Providing
opportunity for the children to write their own Poem and Stories is like adding wings to their imagination.
The Poems and Stories could be of simple things which the children see or experience in their daily life.
Interesting stories and poems could be submitted in regional daily or weekly magazines for publishing.

5. Competitions
Competitions could be conducted for all the activities mentioned in the previous section. Competitions
would encourage the students to use the library as a resource centre and eventually make it a habit. In
the process, competitions would provide a platform for the children to enhance their creative skills.
Competitions should be announced 2 weeks prior to the event. The competitions should be spread across
the academic year, so that there is continuous excitement in the school. Below is the suggested schedule
for the competitions.
Time Line

Competition

July

Drawing

Sept

Story Telling

Dec

Poem and Story Writing

Feb

Spell Bee

07
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