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Drop out of school. Go to work. Earn and support the family... this often describes the life 

path of children from impoverished families.

In a perfect world, all children would not only have the opportunity to receive higher 

education, but they would also take full advantage of these opportunities. The skill-potential 

of children in the government schools would be equal to that of children in fee-paying private 

schools. However, it is not a perfect world, and educational attainment of children and young 

adults from varying backgrounds differ greatly. Do some children have advantages that are 

not available to children with less privileged backgrounds? 

The quality of children’s lives before beginning formal education greatly influences the kind 

of learners they can be. Learning outcomes in a government primary school are subject to 

a number of issues faced by the students. Students often battle difficult home conditions, 

pressure to work, taking care of younger siblings as well as a general lack of good health 

and nutrition which impact adversely their strength and capacity to learn further. All of these  

factors impact their educational attainment, and in the long run, the quality of life is seriously 

compromised. 
Ashok Kamath 
Chairman   

Kanchan Bannerjee
Managing Trustee

Many elements go into making a quality learner, including health, early childhood experiences 

and home support. In educational and economic studies, it has been found that background 

variables including family income, family type, family size, and parents’ education are 

determinants of the amount and quality of education children receive over their lifetime 

(Jones, 1999; Rosetti, 2000). It is evident that familial and parental factors can either benefit or 

harm the chances of children receiving an education and excelling in a scholastic environment.

It is Akshara’s belief that “EVERY” Child should have the right to learn and to learn well 

irrespective of her or his background and the odds they work with. Our Annual Report this 

year gives you a snapshot of the lives of a few of these children... and how for each of them 

education is the key to overcoming great obstacles. The grit and determination of these 

children to make a better life for themselves cannot be undermined. 

Varun, Vandana, Ramesh and Arif are some of the stars of Akshara’s programmes and 

evidence that they have made it “Against All Odds”. These are just a few of the children who 

fight these battles and strive to do well in their schools. They are the inspiration and motivation 

behind our programmes. 

While the Annual Report was going into print, Akshara in collaboration with the Karnataka 

State Government has rolled out Ganitha Kalika Andolana (GKA) - a programme to improve 

numeracy skills and facilitate classroom teaching of Mathematics among 300,000 students in 

7520 Government primary schools in the Hyderabad - Karnataka region... a first of it’s kind. WE 

are humbled by this opportunity to reach out and help those distant unseen, unsung children of 

Karnataka.
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PEDAGOGY 
INNOVATION 
for preschool 
education, 
primary school 
language and 
numeracy skills

IMPLEMENTATION of 
support interventions 
in the public education 

system and an evaluation 
of its impact including 

evaluation by third parties

CAPACITY 
BUILDING inside 
the public education 
system for long-term 
sustainability

ENGAGING 
GOVERNMENT at 
all levels from elected 
representatives to officers 

from the Education 
Department and the 
Department of Women & 

Child Development

Bringing 
together the 
power of 
COLLECTIVE 
IMPACT

GENERATING 
COMMUNITY 
OWNERSHIP and 
catalysing the quality 
of demand
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Varun is 3 ½ years old, a quiet little child 
who used to sit in a far corner of Dhobi Ghat 
Anganwadi 2, watching the other children 
learning, laughing and playing. 

No one knew what Varun wanted, whether 
he wanted to make friends, learn, or socialise. 
He preferred to be on his own. Varun is a boy 
with special needs. He has a speech and hearing 
impairment that has hindered his development 
and growth. Though he had a hearing aid, he 
displayed no effort to communicate with the 
other children.

His father is an autorickshaw driver, his mother 
a housewife. She recently gave birth to a girl 
child and her focus shifted to the infant in the 
family. Varun felt neglected at home. 

He was a regular student who came to the 
anganwadi every morning, only to sit distanced 

from everything that went on around him. That 
was a hopeful sign for Shantamma, the anganwadi 
worker that he came at all, because as she says, 
“When Varun was admitted to the anganwadi he 
would cry uncontrollably.” 

Though Shantamma has 20 children in her centre 
she made it a point to devote time to Varun. She 
made him aware of her special interest in him, got 
him to sit next to her and tried communicating with 
him through signs and sounds. He started slowly 
by first interacting with Shantamma and that was a 
great day for her. 

Nowadays, most of the time Varun has a smile on 
his face. He loves LEGO, all the interlocking plastic 
pieces that he can model into almost anything. The 
first thing he does upon entering the anganwadi is to 
take the LEGO blocks. 

These are unanticipated improvements. No one 
expected Varun to be where he is today. His parents 
noticed the change in him. His father, particularly, 
used to worry about his eldest child, but these days 
he is happy with the change in Varun. There is hope 
that their son will not be left behind, that Varun will 
find his way in the world. 
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Vandana is a small-built, underweight girl 
with shapely, quiet eyes that don’t say much. 
But watch her at the blackboard writing the 
days of the week or the months of the year 
in English. She makes no mistakes writing 
a language she is exposed to for just forty 
minutes in class every school day. She gets 
stuck only once or twice. 

“I enjoy learning English,” she says in 
Kannada. “If I read and write English I can 
become a doctor.”  Vandana’s English used 
to be rough-hewn, even inarticulate, till ten 
months ago. Anand Kumar, a daily wage farm 
labourer, would beat his daughter, saying, 
“Read, READ. You have to learn English.” 
Humiliated, Vandana, the eldest of three 

English Programme’s Teacher’s 
Manual, it is difficult to ignore the 
tears and pain that went into this. 
Her father’s high-handed, but well-
meaning aspiration that English literacy 
might be a stepping stone for his 
daughter, motivated her. More than 
the punishment, it was her ignorance 
and inability that stung and Vandana 
responded with grit and determination, 
rebounding with all the resolve she was 
capable of.

Akshara has been following Vandana’s 
progress for a while. Her parents are 
illiterate. Her mother is a farm labourer 
too and there is not much educational 
input she gets at home. But with the 
right matrix in school to grow and 
flourish, Vandana can pull herself out 
of her self-limiting circumstances and 
discover her true potential.

sisters, sat awake at nights, writing 
English words and their phonic sounds 
in Kannada and memorising the sound 
combinations. The English Programme 
had just introduced phonics then as part 
of its content. “I want to read. I want to 
learn phonics. I want to learn English,” 
she said. In a month’s time Vandana had 
achieved her goal. 

Vandana is the best student in class, 
and she is skilled in English. She has 
benefitted enormously from Akshara’s 
English Programme, says her teacher 
Kalpavalli.  “When Education Department 
officials visit, it is Vandana who reads. 
Credit should go to Akshara Foundation 
that our students in classes 4 and 5 are 
doing well in English” .

As Vandana sits in the school’s airy 
verandah, which is often her classroom, 
teaching her peers English from the 
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Ramesh is a 13 year old, class 8 student of the 
Government Telugu Higher Primary School 
in Vivek Nagar, Bangalore. His father is a 
construction worker with an unknown ailment 
for which he has been on medication. Ramesh’s 
mother, Saramma is a housewife. Ramesh’s elder 
brother is a construction worker in Hyderabad. 
Santoshi, his younger sister, is in class 5. 
Saramma says, “I’m not educated. But I want to 
educate my daughter and Ramesh. However hard 
it is, I want to educate them.”

Ramesh wants to become a computer 
programmer. He has a curious, thinking mind 
and he is obedient, his staunchest qualities at 
Akshara’s Robotics Lab, where he has been 
attending robotics classes for three years. 

The Robotics Lab, set up in partnership with The 
LEGO Foundation, serves selected children from 
the three government schools in the Vivek Nagar 

school complex. The cramped Lab room, with 
computers donated by Robert Bosch Engineering 
and Business Solutions, workaday benches and 
LEGO’s WeDo and Mindstorms robotics kits, is 
filled with the kind of stimulation the children have 
never experienced before. 

Along with Ramesh are Amin (10), a class 6 student 
whose father is an electrician, mother a bidi maker; 
Lawrence (14), a class 7 student whose mother is 
a house maid; Ramakrishna (13), who was brought 
up by his grandmother as he lost his mother, and 
Arvind (14).

These children have come up through sheer 
hard work, hours spent in learning how to be 
Mindstormers, putting together robots, measuring 
and calculating speeds, distances, timings, 
connecting wires and tinkering with computers. 

The Lab experience is a self-esteem boosting 
experience for Ramesh. “I can also do it. I can tell 
people that I know all this,” he says. “I can show it 
to them.” He did just that at the national level finals 
of the First LEGO League competition in Delhi 
where he and his Robotics Lab team mates were 
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second to none in their project work of building 
a robot to given specifications.They lost, though, 
not because of an inferior, under-performing 
robot, but because of their presentation. “It was 
in English, and that was our failing. That’s why I’m 
learning English.”

Ramesh says “I feel that my parents struggle for 
my sake. So I want to study, to make them happy. 
If I educate myself a job will be easier to get. I 
don’t want to be a construction worker like my 
father and eldest brother.”

And that’s just one half of the story.

This is also a story of hope and of inclusivity. A 
story of how these kids are learning to be teachers 
and Transformers (something they relate to). 
Together, they have donned the role of a teacher 
to reach out to many kids like them outside the 
premises of their school. The five of them are 
taking their robotics know-how to kids in Austin 
Town and the Koramangala government school.

This is a story of the way forward...

Arif Pasha is in class 7, twelve years old.  
Mathematics is his strength and he enjoys 
Akshara Ganitha’s hands-on ways. Arif 
shifts the base ten blocks and number line 
strips around with delicate fingers for 
different sums and combinations. He does 
not speak. Silence is Arif’s special quality. 

Ever since the age of two when he fell 
down, Arif has had a speech and hearing 
impairment. Arif’s eyes follow lip 
movements, gestures and the general 
import of a conversation with acute 
expressiveness and, with a luminous smile 
of understanding, a word, or sometimes 
a sentence, tumble out hazily. There are 
two children in the family, he and his elder 
brother, Farhan. Arif’s mother works in a 
garment factory and his father is a guard 
with the Forest Department. 
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The rough and tumble of life can be 
particularly challenging for the speech 
and hearing disabled. And more so for 
Arif. School can be a tough place to 
negotiate too. “Arif feels bad about his 
impairment,” says his uncle.  “When 
children don’t play with him or don’t 
allow him to sit with them, he feels 
excluded.” Arif used to wear a hearing 
aid till one of the children punched him in 
the ear. The physical pain was so intense 
he stopped wearing it.

But Arif is gentle, never gets provoked, 
and never gets into a fight. He is good 
in his studies and is very quick to pick 
up concepts.  With no active tutoring, 
just his natural intelligence, Arif scored 
30/50 in Mathematics. He did just as well 
in English and even better in Hindi and 
Social Studies.

Arif has the front row in class for 
easier assimilation. But it is as a teacher 
that Arif is most at ease, sitting cross-
legged on the faded cotton rug with his 
group, silently instructing, not mixing 

up  his units, 10s and 100s, putting the 
place value number chips where they 
rightfully belong. When he errs or slips, 
the faltering reflects in his smile, which 
is shining and repentant all at once. 
“Arif is developing leadership skills,” 
says his teacher Sunitha. “He takes on 
responsibility on his own.” 

Arif could be poised for bigger things. 
What does he want to become? Sunitha’s 
voice climbs many decibels to help him 
hear; her hands are articulate. Arif is 
confused. “What?” his unvoiced question 
hangs in the air. Then, with dawning 
comprehension, he says, as loudly as he 
can muster, in that unformed way he has 
of communicating, when he sometimes 
does, “A police officer.” Arif has it in him 
to get there. But, trapped as he is in a 
system that fails to deliver, will it remain 
a thwarted aspiration? Will Arif end up 
like Farhan, a daily wage factory worker, 
his progress terminated mid-way?
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15 employees from the Marketing team of Target India participated 
in the Summer Camp organised by Akshara Foundation in the GLPS 

Tarabahalli school on May 22nd, 2014 . The volunteers organised talent 
shows, clay modelling, drawing and sports activities for the children. 

Around 13 volunteers from Accenture visited the Kasturi Nagar 
anganwadi on June 14th, 2014 and conducted story-telling, drawing and 

colouring sessions for the children.

 88 Dusshera camps were organised in 116 villages across Kushtagi, 
Mundargi and Hoskote. The main objective was to create awareness 

on education, reading and writing as well as the importance of 
libraries in developing a love for reading as a key to learning. 

Activities like Palm Printing, Quiz Competitions, LEGO Activities, Tree 
Game, Village Map, Outdoor Games and Street Plays were conducted 

in the camps. Girl’s education was a critical theme for awareness 
building during these camps. Volunteers from the Tesco office in 

Bangalore also participated in a few of these camps.

As part of the Teacher’s Day celebrations in September 2014, over 150 
employees from Target India, along with their families made over 1800 
greeting cards. These ‘Thank You’ cards were distributed to teachers in 
260 Government schools to acknowledge the efforts that teachers put in 
shaping the future of children. The teachers were overwhelmed by this 
token of appreciation. Some even went on to say that in their many years 
of service as a government school teacher, never have they been recognised 
for their efforts.

A tree plantation activity was organised in August 2014 and volunteers from 
various companies like Target, Tesco and Robert Bosch participated in the drive. 
Along with the children, they planted saplings of various trees and conducted 
activities to explain the life cycle of the tree. Quizzes for the children were also 
organised. The event was conducted in 5 schools in Bangalore.
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At Akshara Foundation we are poised at a very interesting 
juncture - holding on to our core values while looking at 
newer ways to pursue our mission. We had more than one 
reason to celebrate creativity, achievement, talent, service to 
society and passion towards the cause. Here are some special 
mentions... we are ever so proud to share...

HP asked its employees to vote for the 

volunteer projects that made the biggest 

impact. Based on more than 16,000 votes, 

three projects from Bulgaria, Costa Rica and 

India were chosen as candidates for the Most 

Impactful Project award. 

Akshara Foundation won the Social Media 

Vote at HP’s Most Impactful Project contest. 

The award is worth US$ 10,000 and we won 

an additional US$ 10,000 for being nominated 

as one of the finalists.

Akshara Foundation won the prestigious 
Namma Bengaluru Award 2014 in the Citizen 
Group category. The award acknowledged 
our contribution to generate sustainable 
and impactful improvements to the city and 
its residents.
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Akshara played host to a cozy little Reading Corner 
at the Women’s Day edition of the local flea market 
in Bangalore - Sunday Soul Santhe. A yellow and 
white-hued tent, a bed, some bolsters and hundreds of 
books completed the corner. 

The idea was to give the kids a space to sit and escape 
from the sweltering heat while spreading the word 
about our Classroom Library among the parents 
there. Post lunch, the corner was pretty much the 
most sought-after attraction at the Santhe.

Once they were in, no one wanted to leave!
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Yes, we at Akshara Foundation just celebrated our 15th 
anniversary and it has been an incredible journey. What 
began as a small effort in the year 2000 by two people, 
gathered momentum over the years and has now fully 
accelerated into a movement, with 112 employees to ensure 
Every Child in School and Learning Well.

And we went out of our way to celebrate this achievement. 
As all birthdays go, this one also started with a huge helping 
of cake. Followed by an exciting round of games and a 
treasure hunt. A similar event was organised near Hospet in 
North Karnataka towards the end of the month for those of 
the Akshara family who are based there.

Winner of social media vote at HP’s most impactful project 
contest

# WINNINGTOGETHER



Thank you Pace Technologies and Target India. 
The response from over 3000 employees in 
defining what education means to each of you, 
was overwhelming. The words you shared 
initiated many conversations, debates, ideas and 
questions around education and what it means to 
the community. A collective belief emerged from 
the words you gave us – education empowers 
and therefore develops passions, critical thinking, 
compassion and orientation towards wisdom for 
timely action.

The encouraging, uplifting words and the collective 
belief has further strengthened our efforts to 
ensure Every Child in School and Learning Well. 
We have also found new supporters in you and 
appreciate the different ways in which you are 
making education matter – in words.

To focus on the literacy needs and find ways 
to build bridges between words and young 
and adult minds alike, we launched Cutting 
Tea Tales on International Literacy Day. We 
converted small chai-cum-kirana shops into 
mini libraries which provide access to our 
carefully selected books in English, Kannada, 
Urdu and Tamil.

The children came to use our brightly coloured 
library where the books hung from a long 
vertical blue cloth rack like a kangaroo pouch. 
They loved their mini library with the colourful 
books with their beautiful illustrations.

They now come every day and in doing so are 
being accompanied by adults too.

The most recent 
reports like the 
Annual Status of 
Education Report 
(ASER) 2014, have 
painted a grim picture 
of the low learning levels in Math in the country. 
The numeracy skills among children continue to 
show a downward trend - a major cause of concern. 

To draw attention to the issue and remove the bite 
out of Math, we at Akshara Foundation rolled out a 
pan-India social awareness and advocacy project - 
#MathinIndia. As part of this project, we leveraged 
the cultural phenomena that is Bollywood and 
came up with education memes which are catchy 
Bollywood dialogues. In doing this we have engaged 
a wider and bigger audience into the conversation 
around the education of our children. 
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http://akshara.org.in/site-pages/
news-room/

To know more visit:

15 June 2015

Maths may or may not have been one of your most loved subjects in school, 
but it is impossible to deny its importance in everyday life. However, according 
to this year’s Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) -- an independent 
survey that covered roughly 5.69 lakh children across 16,497 villages -- it is 
one of the biggest causes of concern in the education sector.

For instance, the report says that the all India (rural) figures for basic 
arithmetic have “remained virtually unchanged over the last few years.” In 
2012, 26.3% of Std III children could do a two digit subtraction. This number 
is at 25.3% in 2014. For Std V children, the ability to do division has increased 
slightly from 24.8% in 2012 to 26.1% in 2014.

To make matters worse, the percentage of children in Std II who cannot 
recognise numbers up to 9 has actually decreased, from 11.3% in 2009 to 
19.5% in 2014. Overall, the report concludes that over the past eight years, it 
is clear that math levels “have declined in almost every state.”

Akshara Foundation, a Bangalore-based non-profit organisation working 
in the education sector has decided to tackle this problem head-on with a 
solution that is now part of everyday web culture in India: utilising Bollywood 
memes.

Speaking to HuffPost India over email, Ashok Kamath, chairman of Akshara 
Foundation, said: “The memes as we see it is more human an effort to sensitize 
a larger audience on the issue of low learning levels in Math in the country. 
These are memes for social good riding on a popular cultural phenomena — 
Bollywood. We hope these will help us drive more conversations around the 
issue. We also see it as giving the supporters and the millennials an easy way to 
support and promote the cause.”

The non-profit plans to roll out this method of communication in the coming 
week through fridge magnets, car stickers, and eventually, donor cards — all 
of which will be disseminated by their volunteer base. Over time, they say they 
hope to tie up with merchandisers so as to be able to highlight this glaring 
problem in our education sector.

1. Ashwini Ponnappa 2. Usha Vishwanath 3. Vasundhara Das 4. Saad Khan

Indian shuttler and silver winner at the Commonwealth 
Games 2014 in Glasgow.

At the age of 80, Usha is an active social worker Vasundhara is an Indian singer, actress, composer, 
entrepreneur, speaker, songwriter and environmental activist.

Saad is an Indian film director, screenwriter and acting 
teacher.

Thrill of learning.

A project incubated at the Akshara Foundation and backed by Omidyar Network, 
Karnataka Learning Partnership (KLP) is among the rising number of tech-savvy 
non-profits leveraging newer technologies to generate data. KLP uses multiple 
technologies—web-based data analysis, visualisation platforms, crowdsourcing, 
interactive voice response systems, mobile applications—to create data around 
the public education sector in Karnataka.

It has started disseminating reports on the health of government-run primary 
educational institutions to nearly 140 contesting candidates from  28 MP 
constituencies, 224 MLA constituencies, and 34 district-level education officials. 
It hopes that these will be used to fix ambitious long-term goals by the state’s 
political parties.

“We want to provide accurate contextual and insightful data about the state of 
education that has been lacking for elected representatives. We aim to sensitise 
them towards problems and also suggest ways to help,” says Ashok Kamath, 
chairman, Akshara Foundation. KLP has so far worked with over 800,000 
primary school students in about 22,000 schools across Karnataka and plans to 
expand, via partnerships, its data coverage across the state.

Karnataka Learning Partnership
Base: Bangalore; 

Founded: 2010;

Initial investment: Rs 10 lakh;

Additional funding: $500,000 over three years, from the 
Omidyar Network; 

Clients: Sikshana, Akshaya Patra, Akshara Foundation, and 
Pratham Mysore.

Founders: Ashok Kamath, Gautam John, Alok Singh, Shivangi 
Desai and Megha Vishwanath

The members from Akshara Foundation narrated stories in different languages. The 
children read the books, grasped the essence of the story, and relayed the stories. The 
best part was how fluently the children read the books in languages from Kannada 
and Tamil to Hindi and English. The atmosphere was charged with fun, imagination 
and learning. There were bags with pouches filled with books, arranged in the Growby 
method, in which the books with the green stickers were for entry level reading and 
books with yellow stickers were for older readers and are more text heavy.
The books included stories such as Kaka and Munni in Kannada, Tsomo and the 
Momo in Tamil, Where did it go in Tamil, Red Umbrella in Telugu, Bubbles is Honest 
in English, among others. After the session, the books are left in the provision stores, so 
that children can read them any time.
The kids were especially attracted to books with big, beautiful illustrations. Colourful 
chart papers pasted to the shop walls added to the joie-de-vivre of the session.
Chai (tea) stalls and provision stores in localities serve as spaces to conduct storytelling 
sessions. Ashok Kamath, chairman of Akshara Foundation, says:
“This is a way to bring the community together. It is around tea stalls that people 
gather. So we chose to engage with these spaces. We want these children to have access 
to storybooks. They may not necessarily have opportunities to read at home.”
Akshara plans to take Cutting Tea Tales to other parts of the city, with a view to engage 
both children and adults. 

Cutting Tea Tales is an initiative to give lesser privileged 
children access to storybooks in different languages
They rolled out a mat and sat huddled together to hear stories in 
English, Tamil, Urdu and Kannada. This wasn’t a storytelling session 
conducted in a posh space.
It was held in a little tea and provision store in Satyam Nagar in 
Byapanhalli. Such sessions are conducted every Sunday morning, 

for an hour or so, for lesser privileged children, by Akshara Foundation. Titled Cutting 
Tea Tales, the initiative, launched on September 8, International Literacy Day, is an 
attempt to give access to storybooks to every child.

arts, culture and 
entertainment
books and 
literature
human interest

TOPICS



Our partners are the cornerstone of Akshara Foundation. 
Without them we can’t ensure Every Child in School 

and Learning Well.They are foundations, organisations, 
individuals, local communities, parents, government 

officials, teachers, non-profits, 
photographers, bloggers and everyday 

people just like you. In our mission to universalise 

quality primary education, they share their talents and 

resources. Together they share our vision and help make it a 

reality. We apologise if you are not listed by name and want each of 

you to know that everything we receive is truly appreciated.
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Accenture
Anuradha Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation, America
Charities Aid Foundation, India
E&Y Foundation
F&F, Clothing at Tesco Stores Ltd
GlobalGiving Foundation
ING Vysya Foundation
HP Global Analytics
Jasmin Infotech Pvt Ltd
LEGO Foundation
Millennium Alliance
Omidyar Network Fund Inc
Pace Micro Technology (India) Pvt Ltd
Pratham USA
Robert Bosch Engineering and 
Business Solutions Ltd
Target Foundation, USA

Aadish Khanna
A C Sridharha
Abhishek M C
Adarsh P
Ajay
Akshay Karanth
Ambika Singh 
Amit Saha
Arun Mahendrakar

Ashish Pamu
Ashok Kamath
Ayush Mansingh
Bhargav Rao
Chethan R
David Folk
Dinesh Kumar Dwaragan
Ganesh Shankar
Gautam Nayyar
Girish Shankarraman
Gowri Anand
Jayashree Kadaba
Jaganath Ram Shankar
Jusvinder Singh
Karanam Sai Kumar
Kotikalapudi SVD Prasad
Kshitish Padhy
Lucan Louis
Mahesh Kamat
Manoj Mhapankar
Meera Pallimalli
Mohammed Huzaifa
Padmaraj M R
Piyush Dixit
Piram Manickam
Prince Malayil
Raghuveer and Indu Kudva
Rajeev Arakkal
Rajesh Devendran
Rajeshwari Sundar Raj

Ramdas Shenoy
Ramaswamy C M
Rani M G
Samir Kumar
Sangeetha Vatsava
Satyanarayana Murthy
Sharmila V
Shivachalappa Neelgar
Shivakumar C S
Shubha Mehta
Sreerudra Chimirala
Srikanth Reddy Keshireddy
Srinivas Duvvuri
Srinivas Ramachandra
Sumadhur Babel
Supreetha S Subramanya
Supriya Govindan
Thomas Kaitchuck
Toshik Agarwal
Umesh Pai
Varun R Krishnan
Vartika Agarwal
Venkat Rangarajani
Vijayan Natarajan
Vikram N S
Vinod Kumar
Vinith Podduturi
Viswanatha
Whitnee Thorp
Students of Kelley School of 
Business, USA
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The Board of Trustees:
•	 Is ultimately responsible for strategy, policy, 

budget and results. 

•	 Approves audited financial statements and 
ensures the organisation’s compliance with laws 
and regulations

•	 Examines the strategic long-term plan and the 
individual annual plans and budgets and reviews 
the progress of the plan throughout the year

•	 Sees to it that the activities of the organisation 
are aimed at realising the target and contribute 
to its mission

Akshara Foundation is registered under the Indian 
Registration Act on March 2, 2000 (Registration No. 
335/1999-2000). The Trust Deed is available on request.

Akshara Foundation is registered under Section 12A 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961. The 80G Certificate 
is renewed under Number DIT (E) 80G(R)/96/
AAATA4879R/X-445/2011-12 dated June 23, 2011.

Akshara Foundation is registered under the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulations) Act, 1976. Registration 
No.094420987 dated October 3, 2002 to receive 
foreign contributions.

Identity

Governance

TRANSPARENCY
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NAME AND POSITION ON 
BOARD GENDER OCCUPATION AND ORGANISATION / 

COMPANY/ GOVERNMENT
NUMBER OF  
MEETINGS 
ATTENDED

Mr. Ashok Kamath
Chairman Male Director, Point Cross.com Pvt. Ltd.

Trustee – Pratham Books 3/3

Mrs. Kanchan Bannerjee
Managing Trustee Female Trustee – Pratham Books 3/3

Mr. R. Dhirendra
Trustee Male

CEO, Eduquity Career Technologies 
Pvt. Ltd

3/3

Commissioner, BBMP, IAS
Trustee – Ex - Officio Male N.A.

2/3
(Represented by BBMP 

Officials)

Mrs. Rekha Menon
Trustee Female

Managing Director, Human resources for 
Growth Markets ( Asia Pacific, Middle East, 
Africa and Latin America), Accenture 
Trustee – Pratham Books

2/3

Ms. Suzanne Singh
Trustee Female Chairperson, Pratham Books 

Board Member – United Way, Bangalore 3/3

Mr. T.V.Mohandas Pai
Trustee Male

Chairman, Manipal Global Education 
Services Pvt. Ltd.,
Trustee – Akshaya Patra Foundation

0/3

The Akshara Board of Trustees met 3 times in the FY 14-145 on 24/04/2014, 25/09/2014 and 
5/03/2015.Minutes of the Board are documented and circulated. 

Notes on Board of Trustees:
•	 None of the board members are related to each other

•	 A Board rotation policy exists and is practiced

•	 There was no remuneration paid during the year to any of the Board members.
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Akshara’s Advisory Board assists the Board of Trustees by 
providing insight, advice, and support related to programmes, 
curriculum, and development and fund raising endeavours 
while providing links to the various stakeholder communities.

Distribution of Staff (including consultants)
according to Compensation levels 
(as on March 31, 2015)

Slab of gross monthly 
renumeration paid (in )

Female Male Total

Less than  5,000 nil nil nil

 5,000 -  9,999 5 17 22

 10,000 -  24,999 15 37 52

 25,000 -  49,999 9 13 22

 50,000 & above 7 6 13

Total 36 73 109

1. Mr. Ashok Kamath, Chairman,

2. Mrs. Kanchan Bannerjee, Managing Trustee

3. Mrs. Suzanne Singh

4. Ms. Tara Kini

5. Mr. V.Ravichander

6. Dr. R.G.Nadadur

7. Ms. Usha Abrol

8. Mr. T.Gautham Pai
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•	 Total cost of International Travel by all 
staff during the year was  73,031.

•	 No Board Member has been paid or 
reimbursed any amount for their 
International Travel. 

•	 Total Cost of National Travel by all 
staff during the year was  8,96,641. 
Out of this,  the expenditure of 
the Chairman is  1,01,401; of the 
managing trustee is  2,296 and on the 
other personnel is  7,92,944.

The following financial statements provide an overview 
of revenue, expenses and sources of Akshara Foundation 
funding for the financial year 2014-15. 

Name and Address of Bankers

Axis Bank Ltd., (Local Account)
Kasturinagar Branch, 
SR Enclave, No.5M-631, 5th Main Road, OMBR Layout, 
Bangalore -560043. Karnataka, India.

Ratnakar Bank Ltd., (FCRA Account), 
No.99 & 100, Prestige Towers, Residency Road,
Bangalore-560025, Karnataka, India.

Name and Address of Statutory Auditors
Singhvi, Dev & Unni,  
29/4, 6th Floor, Trade Centre, Race Course Road, 
Bangalore-560001. Karnataka, India.
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 Akshara Foundation 
 No.621, 5th Main, OMBR Layout, Banaswadi, Bangalore-560043 

  Receipts and Payments Account for the Year ended March 31, 2015  (Amount in Rupees)

Receipts Sch No. For the Year ended   March 31, 2015 For the Year ended  March 31, 2014

Balance brought forward 

    - Cash on Hand  12,210  21,885 

    - Cash at Bank  48,03,423  48,28,577 

Fixed Deposit  183,44,000  160,00,000 

Donations Received - General 13  29,36,124  31,84,074 

Donations Received in advance  73,18,865  68,44,076 

Miscellaneous Income 14  14,07,274  15,20,951 

-

Programme receipts  - 

Preschool Programmes 15  41,18,411  6,53,961 

Inschool Programmes 16  70,00,000  82,47,279 

Library Programmes 17  74,26,986  22,63,125 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programmes 18  161,87,163  174,05,406 

Professional Tax Collected During the Year  18,600  1,550 

TDS Collected During the Year  34,05,651  19,83,435 

Movements in Creditors Balance 24  5,01,804  (9,06,564)

Movements in Inter Branch Account 26  7,718  6,27,922 

Total  734,88,229  626,75,677 

 Akshara Foundation 
 No.621, 5th Main, OMBR Layout, Banaswadi, Bangalore-560043 

  Receipts and Payments Accounts for the Year Ended March 31, 2015  (Amount in Rupees)

Payments Sch No. For the Period ended   March 31, 2015 For the Year ended   March 31, 2014

 Administrative Expenses 19  48,44,005  18,03,617 

 Donor relation Expenses  34,32,993  11,90,883 

 GKA Expenses  76,03,768 

 Programme Payments  

 Preschool Programmes 20  43,33,246  3,604,375 

 Inschool Programmes 21  126,86,544  115,68,179 

 Library Programmes 22  59,93,285  32,92,750 

 Karnataka Learning Partnership Programmes 23  138,26,079  14,428,722 

 Fixed Assets  Purchased 3  1,17,323  9,64,238 

 Purchase of Stock Kits  -  3,18,499 

 TDS Paid during the period  33,62,340  16,69,542 

 Amount recoverable from bank for wrong debit  90,689  - 

 Professional Tax paid during the year  18,600  - 

 Advance Paid - Income Tax  85,144  - 

 Other Deposit made  -  - 

 Paid to Akshara Foundation, N. Karnataka 25  -  6,75,238 

 Balance carried forward  - 

    - Cash on Hand  22,037  12,210 

    - Cash at Bank  7,497,788  4,803,424 

 Fixed Deposit  9,574,387  18,344,000 

 Total  734,88,229  626,75,677 

Significant accounting policies and notes Thereon 27

for Akshara Foundation As per our Audit Report of even date 
for Singhvi, Dev & Unni Chartered Accountants 

Firm Reg. No. 003867S

Ashok R Kamath
Chairperson 

Ms.Kanchan Bannerjee
Managing Trustee

 S Ranganath, Partner
Membership No.201191

Bangalore

Bangalore
August 12, 2015



Excess of Income over expenditure/ 
(Expenditure over income) from programmes (C-D)  4,349,852  (379,323)

Excess of Income over expenditure/ (Expenditure over income) for 
the year  (8,301,819)  1,545,574 

 Add: 

Opening balance in funds 

Opening balance in Corpus fund  9,175,696  11,446,355 

Preschool Programmes A  -  1,128,279 

Inschool Programmes B  2,122,959  425,152 

Library Programmes C  21,864  - 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme D  7,926,740  4,696,780 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy E  0  5,117 

Total  10,945,440  19,247,257 

Appropriated to 

Preschool Programmes A  515,965  1,312,380 

Inschool Programmes B  327,200  819,342 

Library Programmes C  -  1,967,893 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme D  148,954  95,943 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy E  -  - 

 Transferred from 

 Excess of Income over expenditure /(expenditure
 over income) after appropriation  -  - 

 Corpus funds  (4,468,094)  9,175,695 

 Preschool Programmes A  288,579  - 

 Inschool Programmes B  1,806,314  2,122,958 

 Library Programmes C  3,049,715  21,864 

 Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme D  10,268,925  7,926,740 

 Research Evaluation & Consultancy E  0  - 
 Excess of Income over expenditure /
(expenditure over income) after appropriation  10,945,440  19,247,257 

Significant accounting policies & notes Thereon 27
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for Akshara Foundation As per our Audit Report of even date 
for Singhvi, Dev & Unni Chartered Accountants 

Firm Reg. No. 003867S

Ashok R Kamath
Chairperson 

Ms.Kanchan Bannerjee
Managing Trustee  S Ranganath, Partner

Membership No.201191
Bangalore

Bangalore
August 12, 2015

 Akshara Foundation 
 No.621, 5th Main, OMBR Layout, Banaswadi, Bangalore-560043 

  Income and Expenditure for the Period Ended March 31, 2015 (Amount in Rupees)

Particulars Sch No. as at March 31, 2015 as at  March 31, 2014

 Income: 

 Donations Received 8  2,936,124  3,740,644 

 Miscellaneous Income 9  975,259  1,692,947 

 Sub Total A  3,911,383  5,433,591 

 Expenditure: 

 Administrative Expense 10  5,028,609  1,888,161 

 Donor relation Expenses 11  3,432,993  1,190,883 

 Ganitha Kalika Andolana (GKA) Expenses 12  7,603,768  - 

 Depreciation 3  497,684  429,650 

 Sub Total B  16,563,055  3,508,693 

Excess of Income over expenditure/ (Expenditure over income) 
from general fund (A-B)  (12,651,671)  1,924,897 

 Programme & other income received:  

 Preschool Programmes A  4,118,411  1,187,761 

 Inschool Programmes B  12,228,595  12,452,880 

 Library Programmes C  9,042,467  3,163,125 

 Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme D  16,187,163  17,405,406 

 Sub Total C  41,576,636  34,209,172 

Programme expenses: 

Preschool Programmes A  4,345,796  3,628,420 

Inschool Programmes B  12,872,440  11,574,415 

Library Programmes C  6,014,616  5,109,154 

Karnataka Learning Partnership Programme D  13,993,931  14,271,389 

Research Evaluation & Consultancy E  -  5,117 

Sub Total D  37,226,784  34,588,495 
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KARNATAKA LEARNING PARTNERSHIP
www.klp.org.in
http://blog.klp.org.in

 FACEBOOK: http://www.facebook.com/klpdotorg

 TWITTER: https://twitter.com/klpdotorg

FIND US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

AKSHARA FOUNDATION
www.akshara.org.in
http://blog.akshara.org.in/

 FACEBOOK: http://www.facebook.com/aksharadotorg

 TWITTER: http://twitter.com/aksharadotorg

 FLICKR: http://www.flickr.com/photos/aksharadotorg/

 YOU TUBE: http://www.youtube.co/user/AksharaFoundation

 Akshara Foundation 
 No.621, 5th Main, OMBR Layout, Banaswadi, Bangalore-560043 

  Balance sheet as on March 31, 2015   (Amount in Rupees)

Particulars Sch No. as at  March 31, 2015 as at  March 31, 2014

Corpus and Other Funds 1  10,945,440  19,247,258 

Current Liabilities 2 86,34,316  75,20,264 

Inter Unit Accounts  -      -

Inter Branch Office Account -  - 

Inter Branch Transfer of Donation  -      -

Total 195,79,756  267,67,522 

Fixed assets 3 10,16,992  13,97,354 

Funded Fixed Assets 4 3,38,703  4,35,494 

Deposits 5 5,75,000  5,75,000 

Other Current Assets 6 5,54,845  12,00,041 

Cash and Bank Balances 7 170,94,216  231,59,634 

Total 195,79,756  267,67,522

Significant accounting policies & notes Thereon 27  

for Akshara Foundation As per our Audit Report of even date 
for Singhvi, Dev & Unni Chartered Accountants 

Firm Reg. No. 003867S

Ashok R Kamath
Chairperson 

Ms.Kanchan Bannerjee
Managing Trustee

 S Ranganath, Partner
Membership No.201191

Bangalore

Bangalore
August 12, 2015
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