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India's Maths Woes Highlighted
Through Bollywood Memes

Maths may or may not have been one of your most loved subjects in school, but it is
impossible to deny its importance in everyday life. However, according to this year's
Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) -- an independent survey that covered
roughly 5.69 lakh children across 16,497 villages -- it is one of the biggest causes of
concern in the education sector.

For instance, the report says that the all India (rural) figures for basic arithmetic have
"remained virtually unchanged over the last few years." In 2012, 26.3% of Std III
children could do a two digit subtraction. This number is at 25.3% in 2014. For Std V
children, the ability to do division has increased slightly from 24.8% in 2012 to 26.1%
in 2014.

To make matters worse, the percentage of children in Std II who cannot recognise
numbers up to 9 has actually decreased, from 11.3% in 2009 to 19.5% in 2014.
Overall, the report concludes that over the past eight years, it is clear that math levels
"have declined in almost every state."

Akshara Foundation, a Bangalore-based non-profit organisation working in the
education sector has decided to tackle this problem head-on with a solution that is
now part of everyday web culture in India: utilising Bollywood memes.

Speaking to HuffPost India over email, Ashok Kamath, chairman of Akshara

20

Share

17

Tweet

0

Comment

FRONT PAGE

16 June 2015

Edition: IN    Newsletters Huffington Post Search

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.huffingtonpost.in/india
http://www.huffingtonpost.in
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/news/news
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/news/politics
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/news/business
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/news/tech
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/news/entertainment
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/news/lifestyle
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/theworldpost/
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/the-blog
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/13/air-india-lizard_n_7575254.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/13/air-india-lizard_n_7575254.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/read-the-emails-in-the-su_n_7579614.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/read-the-emails-in-the-su_n_7579614.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/photos-lalit-modi-has-bee_n_7580234.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/photos-lalit-modi-has-bee_n_7580234.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/3-year-old-raped-in-delhi_n_7584766.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/3-year-old-raped-in-delhi_n_7584766.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/12/bengaluru-techie-murder-case_n_7567964.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/12/bengaluru-techie-murder-case_n_7567964.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/13/janhavi-gadkar_n_7574850.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/13/janhavi-gadkar_n_7574850.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/jitender-singh-tomar_n_7578536.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/jitender-singh-tomar_n_7578536.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/12/shailesh-gupta-modi-film_n_7569276.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/12/shailesh-gupta-modi-film_n_7569276.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/12/kolkata-house-of-horror_n_7574636.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/12/kolkata-house-of-horror_n_7574636.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/rajinikanth-wife-fraud-charges_n_7585064.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/rajinikanth-wife-fraud-charges_n_7585064.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/katti-batti-trailer_n_7582650.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/katti-batti-trailer_n_7582650.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/16/greenpeace-india_n_7590836.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/16/greenpeace-india_n_7590836.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/sc-scraps-aipmt_n_7585466.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/sc-scraps-aipmt_n_7585466.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/tatkal-booking-timings-to_n_7579160.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/14/tatkal-booking-timings-to_n_7579160.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/indian-cardiologist-shoot_n_7582446.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/06/15/indian-cardiologist-shoot_n_7582446.html
/suprateek-chatterjee/
/users/login/
http://twitter.com/SupraMario
javscript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.in%2F2015%2F03%2F03%2Fbollywood-meme-maths_n_6799062.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?lang=en&text=Bollywood%27s+Greatest+Icons+Want+You+To+Love+Maths+http%3A%2F%2Fhuff.to%2F1KikuxH
http://img.asercentre.org/docs/Publications/ASER Reports/ASER 2014/National PPTs/aser2014indiaenglish.pdf
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Bengaluru Techie Bludgeoned To
Death Allegedly By Wife Who Wanted
To Elope With Cousin

Rajinikanth's Wife Charged With
Forgery, FIR Filed Against Her

CCTV Footage Shows Mumbai Lawyer
Visited A Second Pub On Night Of
Accident After 6 Pegs Of Whiskey At
Marine Drive Hotel

A Male Colleague Found Me
Unconscious At A Party And Raped Me,
Says Former Employee Of Greenpeace
India

This Indian Actress Brilliantly Shut
Down A Sexist Troll On Facebook

Union Minister's Yoga-At-Home Photos
Become Hilarious Internet Meme

Passenger Spots Lizard In Air India
Meal, Union Minister Says It's A Serious
Issue

More from the Web More from The Huffington Post

MORE:

Foundation, said: “The memes as we see it is more human an effort to sensitize a
larger audience on the issue of low learning levels in Math in the country. These are
memes for social good riding on a popular cultural phenomena — Bollywood. We
hope these will help us drive more conversations around the issue. We also see it as
giving the supporters and the millennials an easy way to support and promote the
cause.”

The non-profit plans to roll out this method of communication in the coming week
through fridge magnets, car stickers, and eventually, donor cards — all of which will
be disseminated by their volunteer base. Over time, they say they hope to tie up with
merchandisers so as to be able to highlight this glaring problem in our education
sector.

Take a look at some of the memes below.
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